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Rahman rece_i\_/gs Yesudas Award

g

was presented with the Seventh Yesudas Award

by Swaralayain Thiruvananthapuram on Monday.
The presentation ceremony which was held at the
Nishagandhi open-air auditorium was attended by
eminent cultural figures of Malayalam.

The award carriesacash prize of Rs. 1 1akh, acita-
tion and a statuette designed by famous sculptor,
Kanayi Kunhiraman. Yesudas, speaking on the occa-
sion, appreciated the multiple talents of Rahman and
acknowledged him asthe best of histimes.

Karan to speak Madurai lingo

I nternationally famous music director A.R. Rahman
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hen Kamal Haasan, the shrewd judge of men
and matters singles out aperformer to be spe-
cial, heor shewill certainly be.

Karan, whom he gave abig break in Nammavar, cer-
tainly is.After hovering in the middle range and out of
it too, Karan came back strongly as ahero with Kokki.

It was amoviethat gave him anew perspective and

now Karanisready to challenge new frontiers of excel-
lence.

Jyothika ups the ante

othika has again under-
ned what afine perform-
sheis, with her remark-
able performance in Pachai
Kili Muthucharam. Inthisde-
== lectableshow asGeetha, agirl
with good and dangerous
things in her, she has now
upped the ante for her next release Mozhi. Mozhi, as
per the word going around town, will be the fitting
finaleto her acting career.

Domestic compulsions and marital bliss will keep
her away from acting. Mozhi features her as a mute
girl, with sensitivity. If Geethahasto tinge of black in
the characterisation, then the Mozhi girl should bethe

Short duration results in
massive show count for Eklavya
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ew release Eklavya — The Royal Guard is just 100 srglrgkfr € huge youthful en- ﬁg;shago'(u?ﬁr of T- I%S’
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minutesin duration and that seemsto have only worked awaited rq € eagerly others. With this. several

in the favour of the producer, distributors and the ex-
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SRK video on mobile
an Asian first

ungamaMobilein associa-

tionwith T-Serieslaunched

the music video of Kar le
kar le koi dhamaal, the KBC track
on February 9. Thisisan Asian first
and will be availablefor download via 1
smseven beforeit isavailablein music L
stores. The formal launch took place
at a suburban restaurant in the
presence of Shah Rukh Khan,

|

M Comedy, add-on features including ring tones and polytones will

hibitors. With no biggie apart from Guru running at multi- Veteran Sh Onegrzzm gavels.., the  peavailable.

plﬁxes anagl T][_‘"l‘ff'c_ S%”"’f" and Bll"?‘clk Friday being the only the only senjor agtor who Seeand; out as Music Today hashad aseriesof musical events|ast week.

g{l er not ; efi ?i_‘ﬁt efray, multiplex screensarein extreme AvINg as much fun as the yog e, tobe  |nassociationwith Hotel Taj president, they launched Rooh
olgtka;geo ,H('j” Iat'l mseo;dt\.Nar.e. BT Ft S a special film becau)s/engSters" - Songs From The Heart by Geetika on February 7. Ustad
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been aboon as prominent multiplexes are bringing thefilm at put it together e smiles tar’ have Another launch on February 8 was of the album
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rying excellent pre-release reports hence agood start isinevi- bdl Oaeveryone had 3 Orchid.

table. Moreover, since there is zero competition for abiggie The kids were 0 profesg On February 9, two concertswere held under thelabel of

like this and our screens are anyway looking at something ~ Organiseq, I'm extremg €ssonal and Mystic Soundscapes at Hotel Taj Land's End featuring

worthwhileto play on thisweekend, we are bringing Eklavya is extremely | Y proud of them.” Amaan and Ayaan Ali Khan and Rakesh Chaurasia. Javed

at adozen and a half shows aday.” rector RGH“naKagﬁ Y Impressed with pj. Akhtar was the chief gues.

How Akshaye
‘Khanna spent his
Valentine's Day!

kshaye is known to be an introvert
when it comes to his personal space.
Even when there was speculation in

the media about him dating a rich so-
cialite from New York, Akshaye neither
#= denied nor confirmed it.
Though Akshaye spent his
3 '.ll. Valentine's Day shooting for Abbas-
MWW= Mastan’s RACE in South Africa,
sources closeto him say that Akshaye will
be spending a belated Valentine in Goa when
the socialite will be coming down from New York
for acommon friend’swedding.
When quizzed about Valentine's Day, Akshaye
just grins, “Yeah | totally believe in the power of
love ..... Love is what makes the world go round

contrast — all white.

isn'tit?’

Arjunplasa e
character offered
firstto John

he fact that Arjun Rampal hasa
surprise appearance in Honey
moon Travels, isnot asurprise any
more. In fact, he plays the mystery

biker who follows the six couples on their
honeymoon to Goa.

Why he'sdoing that might well bethe sur-
prise of the film, which will be out once the
film hits the cinemas on February 23. But not
many know that John Abraham had been ap-
proached initialy to play that role, given his
affinity for bikes.

But when John expressed hisinability to play
the part, producers Ritesh Sidhwani and Farhan
Akhtar got their Jagjit of Don (Arjun) to play that
special character, which has suddenly evoked alot

of curiosity!

__ - Britney gone bald

fter it was reported that Britney
Spears spent one day in rehab earlier in
the week, the pop star has shocked fans
again by shaving her head.
Spears, 25, reportedly followed the head-
shaving incident by getting a tattoo.
It's been a whirlwind week for the
singer.

* Thefollowing day, asfirst reported
by news show Extra, Spears checked
into a rehab facility in Antigua, only

to check herself out 24 hours later.
Speculation and rumourshaverun
rampant regarding the star’slifestyle
since splitting from Kevin Federline

in November of |ast year.

Spears reported hard-partying
ways immediately following her
splitfrom Federlinewerewd |-docu-
mented, aswas her concurrent—
and rumoured short-lived—
friendship with ParisHilton and
Lindsay L ohan, who has since

Radcliffe hopes for a
Harry Potter death

I I arry Potter star Daniel Radcliffe can’t wait to get

his hands on J.K. Rowling'sfinal book inthe
fantasy series— and he hopes his character has

L I beenkilled off.
,.a-‘,‘;’.... Rowling hasfinished Harry Potter And The
r Deathly Hallows and it is due to hit book-

&
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storeson July 21.
Radcliffe, who has so far played Potter in
four film adaptations and has signed to appear
in the find three, wantsto say goodbyeto the
franchisein style—with adramatic death.
Hesays, “I sort of hopel’ll dieiniit. |
think that’s the only way Jo can end it
and |’ ve amelodramatic yearning
for a death scene.”

+~ . Diaz moves on with
- Blood Diamond star

F
5 harlie’'s Angels star Cameron Diaz has
‘ moved on from her split with Justin
imberlake and was seen getting cozy with
| Blood Diamond star Djimon Hounsou in Holly-
wood.
w Diaz, 34, and Hounsou, 42, was seen danc-
| “ % ing at Hollywood hot spot Hyde last week to
W ' Michael Jackson’s Burn This Disco Out and
Gnarls Barkley’s version of Gone Daddy
Gone.
An eyewitnesstold People magazine, “It
looked likethe perfect post-Valentine's Day
date. They were totally vibing each
other, lip-on-lip action.

A

“enteredrehabinCdifornia.
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aron Eckhart isin fina ne%t_)\}\il 2—_
tions to play Harvey D(_ant o
Face in The Dark Knight,

Begins. -
seq‘ue\égtsgtnrr}a(\)r;e‘ e\%ent is the d;l s‘mg
f rr\r\ey of Gotham City and ansfi ared
e After half hisface_|sd| gu .
aslily ent hecomes theinsanecfl rsn&
pbeskrionn 2 TWo TaEe 8 o
ood or evil by n
$o%?“% Lee Jones p\ayed the charact
in1995's Batman Forever.

N, Richie charged
for DUI

icoleRichie waschargedwithamis-
emeanor for driving under the in-
" luence (DUI) by the Los Angeles
wdistrict attorney. Friday.
\\r\ Richie was arrested before on
o . December 11 after driving the
') . wrong way on a Los Angeles
highway.

! Authorities found her

P

with thedevil.

stopped in a car pool lane
- and she subsequently failed a
- field sobriety test.
— Because of a prior DUI convic-
o tionin2003, according to Caifornialaw,
——= - #% Richiefacesmandatory jail timeof 90 days
”':' and up to one year in prison if convicted
A of asecond DUI.
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'scompanion, Howard K. Stern, is named as the executor of her

Thewill waswrittenin 2001 and was not updated after the birth of her
daughter, Dannielynn Hope, last year.

According to the document, which was signed by Vickie Lynn
Marshall—Smith’s real name—Stern is given full authority to take
care of assets and property.

The will does not say where Smith wished to be buried.

Stern and Smith’s estranged mother, Virgie Arthur, are cur-

Stern hasbeen ordered to appear in personinaFlorida
courtroom to offer testimony regarding where

His attorney, Krista Barth, had tried to con-
vince JudgeLarry Seidlintoalow himtotes- "
tify from the Bahamas by phone,
claiming he could not leav

Cage in The Ghost Rider

icholas Cage plays

who, in order to se-
curethe safety of histruelove
(Eva Mendes), makes a dedl

WesBentley, Sam Elliott and
Peter Fonda co-gar inthe PG-13
film. Long ago, superstar motor
cycle stunt rider Johnny Blaze
(Cage) madeaded withthedevil
to protect the ones he loved

Smith leaves everything to son

nna Nicole Smith’s will was released last week by a Florida court, which
revealed she left everything to her son Daniel, who died in September.
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in abitter court battle over where her final rest-
be.

be buried.

-
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most: his father and his child-
hood sweetheart, Roxanne.

Now, the Devil has come
for hisdue. By day, Johnny is
adie-hard stunt rider—but at
night in the presence of evil,
he becomes The Ghost Rider,
a bounty hunter of rogue de-
mons. Forcedto do the Devil’s
bidding, Johnny isdetermined
to confront his fate and use
his curse and powers to de-
fend the innocent.

Longoria
all set for
marriage

va Longoriaand Tony Parker
will marry in a$488,000 French
luxury chateau—according to
press reports.
Longoria and her basketball fiancé
are to wed in Paris this July, but
guestsincluding theactress' Des-
perate Housewives cast mates— |
Teri Hatcher, MarciaCross, Felic- '

mer motor
stunt man

ity Huffman and Nicolette
Sheridan—are being kept in the
dark about wherethe actual event
will beheld. |
However, the pair will wed in
the 17th Century Chateau dej:
Chantilly just north of Paris.
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