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Kelum Palitha’s
Nilambare doing well

eteran television producer Kelum

Palitha Mahirathne’s maiden film

Nilambare is playing in cinemas
successfully. The film was based on the
popular novel Nilambare of Sujeewa
Prasannarachchi.

Ranjan Ramanayake and Dilhani
Ashokamalaplay thelead roleswhile veteran
actors Ravindra Randeniya, Veena Jayakody,
and Sanath Gunathilake play promising roles
in thisfilm.

Apart from them Semini Iddamalgoda,
Kanchana Kodithuwakku, Anjula
Rajapaksha, Anton Jude and Seetha Kumari
play the other rolesin thisfilm.

Fine cinematography of Ruwan Costa has
really added colour to this production.
Navarathne Gamage has aso come up with
some scintllating melodies superbly mingled
with the picturesqueimages of thehill country.

Nilambare is the debut production of
Upul Jayasinghe of Nilwala Films. Kelum
Palitha Mahirathne has been a television
producer for morethan 15 yearsand heworks
at Swarnavahini presently.

Srikanth going
all out

ctor Srikanth has one regret — his

good looks and talents have not shot

him to the top. Youngsterswho came
after him have gone beyond him — Arya,
Jeeva and Bharath. Unless, he pulls off a
fast one, staying inthefield may bedifficult.
He has therefore instructed the producer of
Kizhakku Kadarkarai Salai to dump
money, no matter how much, into the project.
He has also instructed Stanley, the director,
to concentrate on the story.

Naan Kadavul to
kick off

W

ala-Ajith’s much expected Naan
Kadavul isall set to start roll

ing. SinceBalaisready withacom-
plete script, and the cast and the crew are
amost finalised thefilmisset to hit thefloors.
Initially there was some confusion regard-
ing the production house and theterms. Now
it has been decided that Balawould produce
and direct the film for P. L. Thaenappan on
first copy basis. The film is expected to hit
the screens on 2007 Pongal or Tamil New
Year.

A.R.Rahmanin
support of maestro

ou cannot MissA.R. Rahman at an
event. Thereisawaysthe customary
adrenalin-charged atmosphere when he
walks in although the guy himself is cool as
cucumber. He attended the launch of
Sakkarakkatti recently.

What isspecid about thisfilmisthat it would
be a collaboration between two second-gen-
erationfilmfolks K. Bhagyarg’sson, Shantanu,
makes his debut as hero while the director is
Prabu, son of noted producer Thanu. Kalaippuli
Thanu is the producer. Talking about his asso-
ciation with the project, ARR said that he had
known both Bhagyarg and Thanu and was ex-
cited to be in Sakkarakkatti, the sequel to
Shekar Kapur’s Oscar-winning Elizabeth.
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Gopal Verma. This time &%
arounditistheturn of hisex-
perimental film DarnaMana
Hai. And he uses none other
than hislatest release Darna
Zaroori Hai asaplatform to
createal thefun.

The story in question is
the opening sequence di-
I fthereisonefilmmaker  rected by Sajid Khanthat has
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Payal Rohatgi?

who has never felt shy of  Manoj Pahwaasthelead pro-
criticising his own work tagonist who loves to watch ‘

and madeapromisetocome a movie First Lady Last
up with better results in his  Show for some special rea-
future ventures, it is Ram sons.

tunetime.

Sheen faces legal battle

Rishi-Shoma unite
after 23 years

emember thetender romanceof
Rishi Kapoor and Shoma |

Coolie that released way back in
1983? Thoughthemoviewasahit, it
was known more for Amitabh
Bachchan, Rishi Kapoor, Rati
Agnihotri and of course Puneet Issar Hungama and Kya Kool Hain Hum.
who cameinto thelimelight duetoan
unfortunate accident on the sets.
No one thought of pairing Rishi be seen together in yet another comic
and Shomaafter that and while Rishi  outing Love Ke Chakkar Mein.
went on to do dozens of moreroman-
tic films, Shomamoreor lesssettled Kumar who made amoderately success-
down in bhabhi roles only to re- ful Naye Padosan afew years back that
emergeasamiddleagedwomanwith still enjoys a decent re-run on small
good comic timing in films like screen.

Kangana creates huge
Impression

f promoswereany indica-
tions, Kangana Ranauit,

the heroine of Gangster
—ALoveSory, wasaways
astar in the making. To top
itall, everyonefrom Mahesh
Bhatt to Mukesh Bhatt to
Anurag Basu never got tired
of appreciating her superb
acting skills.

Thoughto some, it seems
like yet another publicity
gimmick from the house of

Bhatts, those who had seen

inthe making. _

The thought has finally hasstill managedto stand tall
become redity with the re- and createahugeimpression
lease of gangster!

Just when coming Friday sees
the release of her first biggie 36
China Town, the news of her long
delayed sleaze flick Men Not
Allowed comes at the most oppor-

with dead porn star’s mum

Movie world with
Jamila Najmuddin,
Arthur Wamanan and
Chinthaka Fernando

Star salaries

coming
down in
Hollywood?

or Jim Carrey.
ismovies have
raked in nearly $2

billion at box offices,
but now a leading en-
tertainment magazine
saysthe comedian’sasking price of $25 milliona
film has become“abit of agamble.”

In its issue out this week, Entertainment
Weekly rates top stars on whether they are
worth the money.

arlie Sheen'slegal woescontinuetomount up—  becometoo highare Carrey, NicoleKidman, ~ “© ,{Vnowlspr
he's now being linked to the death of aporn tar. Will Ferrell and EddieMurphy, themaga- ,  “/f g
hloe Jones, aformer Penthouse Pet, wasfounddead ~ zinesaid. It added that after yearsof ever- ;. Caygg g? 's

in her Houston, Texas, home last June— just monthsafter  rising star salaries, the pricesfor top tal- .
going public with asteamy affair she had with Sheen. And ~ ent are now coming down because the Mea,,

now the X-rated star’smother Donnaisconsideringfilinga  cost of making movies is going up, /guurt I/y,'W/”/e, 3,27 o
&y

wrongful death suit against the actor because shethinkshe ~ among other issues. “It’s long over-

drove her daughter to take her own life. due,” former Twentieth Century Fox ouy
Spesking to the tabloid Globe, DonnaJonessays, “I’'ve  Chairman Bill Mechanic told the /p Jgheeg‘y Sujt
seen alawyer about filing awrongful death suit against Mr.  magazine. rigg 99 What80/yy
Sheen. | think hedidn’t dip her the pills— but hedrove her Entertainment Weekly quoted  /igrg, 60/ 4 5"8/7@ e
to it with death threats. several studio executives as say- Son E%& /as
“She'd (Chloe) call me 10 timesaday tellingmeof her  ing the rising cost of production has R 297,
fears. Shewasterrified to death of theguy.” Andtheactor's  |ed many starsto takelarge parts of their fees em,

estranged wife Denise Richards has her doubts too — in  fromrevenueand profit participation that may never
explosivelega papersfiledlast month, theformer Bondgirl ~ materialiseif filmsflop at box offices.

admits she confronted Sheen about Jones deathwhenshe ~ Carrey, star of hitslike Bruce Almighty, had beena
learned the mother-of-threehad died from liver failureafter  big beneficiary of the 1990s’ salary run-up during
taking an accidental overdose of prescription drugs. which he saw hispaycheck hit the $25 million mark.

Aniston interested In
Mr. T's mansion

nifer Anistonsis still chasing her dream of
oving to boyfriend Vince Vaughn’s home
estate  of Illinois— she has her sights set

on former A-Team star Mr. T's Lake Forest man-
sion. The actress, who recently went public with
her plans to move out of Hollywood, has spent
months reportedly looking for property in and
around Chicago. And now she’s showing interest
in Mr. T's Tudor-style mansion.

Hatcher’s dad accepts blame for molestation

i Hatcher’sfather has accepted hispartintheac-  uncle had molested her as a child.
tress' child molestation hell, admitting to the Desper- Hatcher insisted on anonymity when shetestified against
ate Housewives star he should have been more af-  Stone, but she recently went public about the ordeal in an
fectionate towards her. The actress stunned her parents interview with Vanity Fair — and that prompted her to sit
when she cameforward to testify against her uncleRichard  down and talk to her parents about the whole thing.
Hayes Stone after he was linked to the suicide of teenager And shewas | eft speechlesswhen her father blamed him-
Sarah Van Cleemput in 2002. self, in part, for childhood problemsthat led to her molesta-
Stonewas accused of molesting the 14-year-oldin 2002 tion hell. She says, “He said that he really consciously, be-
but there wasn’t enough evidenceto jail him until Hatcher cause of hisupbringing, withheld affection from me because
plucked up the courage to come forward and reveal her hedidn’t want meto beabrat.”
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Almost 23 years after they first came
together, Rishi and Shoma would now

The film isdirected by B.H .Tharun

~ Inspite of Shiney Ahuja’s
rushesof thefilmwerequite  intense presence and Emraan
surethat sheisthefuturestar Hashmi’spopularity amongst

the young crowds, Kangana

in her very first outing.

Wrong timing for Payal Rohatgi?

re back to back releases
turning out to be a bad
thing for upcoming actress

While 36 China Town, amurder
mystery that features her in an
important role, followed by Madhur
Bhandarkar’s Cor porate that has
her playing afilm actress, promiseto
put her in agood position in
Bollywood circles, her earlier signed
film Men Not Allowed dealing with
same sex relationships also threat-
ens to hit the screens soon.

Lohan called on Ono for
support amid death threats

L indsay L ohan was so worried about death threats

shereceived after Sgning onto star in afilm about
JohnLennon’skiller, shecdled onthelate Begtl€'s

widow Yoko Onofor help. The Mean Girlsstar admits
her family and friends all advised her against playing a
Fab Four fan who befriends Mark David Chapman in
Chapter 27 — and she quickly discovered why they
wereconcerned.

But the support she received from Ono helped her
get through the shoot and ignore those who criticised
her for agreeing to Sar inafilm that humanises Chapman.




